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doc.docx. Slides, information on how to get involved in the discussion, and resources. The participants were either recently diagnosed with cancer or in treatment and have received a diagnosis of cancer within the past 3 to 4 years. The data were analyzed using a qualitative method of content analysis [@bib16] to create categories of themes and sub-themes that related to the identified concepts. 3.1. Concepts of identity {#sec3.1} ------------------------- The
overarching concept of identity was identified in all of the interviews and focus groups. Participants described themselves as whole individuals with unique personalities who are both in the world and at home with God. They said that they were "people," and "loved," and that their identities as Christians are in part who they are. Participants mentioned that their identities are complex, but that there was a sense of "grasping" about their identities that make it
difficult for them to understand who they are or how they got there. One participant shared, "When I was growing up, I was really religious. I was really taught to be a person of God. I was a very religious person. > And then when I got older, I kind of did a 180 and I stopped. I lost faith in God and the church and everything. And then one of my best friends died of cancer and I was like, "Wow, I got to put my faith back into what I believe in." And I had
always been taught my whole life that I needed to know God and trust him with my whole heart. And I was scared to death because I didn't know how to do that. So, I asked him to help me, and I cried a lot. I was in my kitchen and I started to pray and I realized that I was praying to a God that I know. And I wasn't afraid of God anymore and I was very confident with myself. And I have always felt that I am a child of God and I trust him. So when I had the
chance to tell that to a friend and she passed away, it just confirmed to me more. And when I saw her in heaven, her spirit was filled with so much love and joy. It was a humbling experience because I was blessed to be able to see her and I felt so blessed to be able to talk to her. Participants were challenged by their cancer diagnosis, treatment, and feeling ill to try to understand who they are. One
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