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gritty of being a real career superhero or villain is as scary as it is thrilling.0028), respectively. These results are in agreement with our previous data, demonstrating that the proliferation is enhanced by treatment of the tumor cells with IFN-γ and TGF-β1, since both tumor and stromal TGF-β1
and IFN-γ production are enhanced in the tumor microenvironment (TME) [@bib0017]. Accumulating evidence suggests that iNOS is highly expressed in many types of cancer cells and suppresses the antitumor immune response [@bib0006], [@bib0011], [@bib0012]. IFN-γ, one of the Th1

cytokines, enhances iNOS activity in human macrophages, murine macrophages, and tumor cells [@bib0015], [@bib0049], [@bib0050]. In the present study, we observed the increase of iNOS expression in the tumor cells with TGF-β1 and IFN-γ treatment ([Fig. 5](#fig0005){ref-
type="fig"}A). TGF-β1 alone enhanced iNOS expression, but not synergistically, in the tumor cells ([Fig. 5](#fig0005){ref-type="fig"}A). It was reported that iNOS regulates TGF-β1-mediated activation of fibroblasts in the TME, thereby promoting renal fibrosis [@bib0051]. The reduction of

iNOS expression by siRNA in MC-treated tumor cells, inhibited the cell proliferation. It suggests the involvement of iNOS-mediated signaling pathway in the cell proliferation. It was shown that tumor cells that were transfected with a dominant negative iNOS and were challenged by IFN-γ,
highly expressed iNOS and suppressed the IFN-γ-induced apoptosis of tumor cells [@bib0052]. The MC-induced apoptosis, enhanced by TGF-β1 and IFN-γ 3e33713323
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